Diaphragmatic support of a thoracic wall defect in a dog.
A large, caudal thoracic mass was removed along with ribs 11 and 12, resulting in an approximate 16 x 14-cm, caudal thoracic wall defect in a dog. The diaphragmatic musculature was mobilized and used to support the thoracic wall defect. To our knowledge, this method of thoracic wall repair has not been previously reported. This procedure allowed for airtight closure of the thoracic cavity, provided physical support, eliminated the need for muscle flaps or commercially available meshes, and provided a good cosmetic appearance without negatively affecting the dog's athletic performance.